"Where the SAINTS
March to Excellence!”

Principal’s Perspective

Dear Parents & Friends,

As we begin the month of
May, our thoughts and de-
votions turn to the Blessed
Mother and to our gratitude
to our own mothers in our
families. Seton Catholic
Central will begin this spe-
cial time with our tradi-
tional May Crowning on
Friday, May 1st at 8:40am.
As always, all parents,
alumni and friends are wel-
come to join us as we con-
tinue this traditional devo-
tion in the Catholic commu-
nity.

Our students have had
some exceptional field trip
opportunities this year. I
was able to accompany the
History Club in late Febru-
ary to Ellis Island and to
also visit the house of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton in
lower Manhattan. The Se-
lect Chorus just returned
from Williamsburg, VA with
many awards and trophies
for their outstanding per-
formances. Our congratula-
tions to Mr. Jan De Angelo
and to these fine students
on their success. Individual
awards and details will be
included in June’s newslet-
ter.

The Seton Legacy Celebra-
tion 1809-2009 is underway.

This Bicentennial celebra-
tion began in January on
the feast day of St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton and contin-
ues on throughout 2009
with numerous events. [
am encouraging our Senior
Class of 2009 to incorporate
this legacy into their Bacca-
laureate and Commence-
ment celebrations. Faculty,
parents and students are
invited to visit the Bicen-
tennial celebration website
at www.setonlegacy.org.

As you have recently read,
there are major changes in
leadership on the Diocesan
level in Syracuse. Seton
Catholic Central High
School welcomes our new
bishop—Bishop Robert J.
Cunningham—who will be
installed as the new bishop
for the Diocese of Syracuse
on May 26th. We thank
Bishop Moynihan for his
devoted years of service and
for his strong support of
Catholic education.

Our current Diocesan Su-
perintendent of Schools,
Mr. Michael Colabufo, has
announced his retirement
effective July 1st. Mr. Co-
labufo has been a true
pleasure to work with in
our Catholic school minis-
try. We wish him well in
his increased time with his

beloved family. Mr. Chris
Mominey has been ap-
pointed as our new Superin-
tendent of Schools. I have
known Chris for several
years, first as the Campus
Minister for Christian
Brothers Academy in Syra-
cuse and then as the Princi-
pal of Rome Catholic High
School. Chris Mominey is
very dynamic and hands-on
in his leadership. I look for-
ward to our working to-
gether in the advancement
of our Catholic school minis-
try. May God bless our lead-
ers as they direct our work!

SCCHS continues to move
onward with our Middle
States Re-accreditation for
Spring 2010. As our faculty
discusses the objectives for
this study and review, we
have determined that one of
our objectives should focus
on our Stewardship for the
environment and our issues
of all members of the
SCCHS community to recy-
cle, to use environmentally-
friendly cleaning products
and to use less paper in our
instruction and communica-
tions. The discussion is in
progress concerning an on-
line newsletter along with
our updates and reporting.
Currently our school news-
letter is available from a
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Principal’s Perspective

link on our school’s website
www.setoncchs.com. Please know
that we welcome parental and alumni
involvement as we proceed with our
objective setting and Middle States
Re-Accreditation Study.

As I write this newsletter, we are re-
ceiving information from the Catholic
Schools Office in Syracuse and the
State Education Department concern-
ing issues, questions and concerns
about the recent cases of swine flu in
New York State. Enclosed with this
newsletter is a copy of a letter to par-
ents from these official sources. 1
have sent each of you a School Reach
call about this situation and to en-
courage you to view the SCCHS web-
site for the information before you
may actually receive this newsletter
in your homes.

We continue to grieve the tragic situa-
tion which occurred in Binghamton on
April 3rd at the American Civic Asso-
ciation. I appreciate the numerous
calls, emails and direct statements of
gratitude from our parents on the
positive response to our School Reach
telephone system. It initially ap-
peared to be a means to inform fami-
lies and staff of weather delays but
can do so much more to keep school
and home in contact. The use of
School Reach should also help to en-
courage the elimination of texting and
general cell phone use during school
hours. This practice can be most dis-
tracting to the teaching/learning proc-
ess as | remind our parents and stu-
dents of our policy on cell phone use
and abuse. Please do all that you can
to help us here.

My special thanks to the SCCHS Par-
ents’ Club who sponsored our special
meeting for parents on these very is-
sues in April. T am encouraged by our
parents and faculty to bring these
speakers back to SCC for a student-
directed program. I will keep you up-
to-date on our progress.

On behalf of the Seton Community, I
wish to thank our 2008-09 Parents’
Club Executive Board for their time,
wisdom and support during this
school year. Special acknowledge-

ment goes to Mrs. Ann Mazza who
leaves our Board as her son, Mario,
graduates this June. Welcome to our
new Executive Board members:
Patricia Ingraham, Co-President; Ber-
nadette Ogozaly, Treasurer; Carol
McCormick, Secretary; Janice Wash-
ington, Chaperone Coordinator and
returning Co-President, Judy Bernier.

We are delighted at Seton Catholic
Central High School to celebrate our
first school-wide Confirmation at our
Ascension Thursday Mass on May 21
when Mario Mazza will receive the
Sacrament here as Mario Eugene
Bradley Mazza. This is a special time
for our school community and for
Mario as he moves on in his faith and
acknowledgement of the importance of
this sacrament in our lives. It is also
the 5-year anniversary of the deaths
of Brad Conklin and Andy Donahue.
We continue to remember these fine
young men as our own special
“SAINTS”. May God bless them and
the families who continue to mourn
their absence.

Please review your May calendar for
important dates as our 2008-09 school
year quickly moves on with two weeks
of Advanced Placement Exams, our
Senior Banquet, National Honor Soci-
ety Induction and the Spring Concert
and Art Show. We are a very busy
and active school working constantly
to provide our students with the best
opportunities for spiritual growth,
academic achievement and positive
social development.

Congratulations to SCC Faculty Mem-
ber, Mr. Brian Hyland, who has been
awarded a 2009 Summer Fellowship
in the Korean Studies Program which
will be held at Yonsei University in
Seoul, Korea. We wish Mr. Hyland a
safe and fruitful experience as we
hope to learn along with him about
this experience.

I also wish to congratulate our newest
National Merit Scholarship students
in the Class of 2010 who have just
received word of their acceptance into
this prestigious competition. They are
Michael Harrison, Dustin Petzold and
Satya Tabachnick. We are proud of
this academic accomplishment for our
students, families and teachers. Our
students continue to excel and to

make significant achievements in
their studies. Let us all commit to
remembering them in prayerful sup-
port as they participate in the Ad-
vanced Placement testing during May.

The third quarter S.A.LLN.T. Awards
were presented on April 28th. Please
see the names and subject areas for
our honored students. Go SAINTS!

The Hengel Golf Tournament is sched-
uled for Thursday, June 25th. This
has become a great event reuniting
alumni, athletes and local supporters
to benefit our Catholic schools in
Broome County. Hole Sponsorship
forms are available and proceeds will
help with student tuition. Details are
included in this newsletter.

I am pleased to report that for the
first time in my 24-year history as
Principal all Administrators in the
Diocese of Syracuse will meet here in
BINGHAMTON at SCCHS on Thurs-
day, May 14th. We welcome our col-
leagues to the Home of the Saints!!

Congratulations to our Faculty/Staff
who are marking anniversaries of ser-
vice to the Catholic Schools of Broome
County. A celebration of this dedica-
tion will be held at Seton Catholic
Central at a time yet to be deter-
mined. Our honorees are: Joseph
Burke, Kristen Kinner-Fox, Christine
Malinovsky and Ann Mazza - 5 years;
Grant Marshall and James Noyes - 10
years; Rev. Robert Ours - 20 years;
and Kathleen Dwyer - 35 years. Truly
it is the dedication, talent and com-
mitment of our fine teachers and staff
which make Catholic Education so
very unique and student-directed.

Please join us for the 46th Annual 5-
0+ Athletic Dinner on May 18th. Fur-
ther information can be obtained
through our office and from Athletic
Director, Chris Sinicki.

Let us pray especially during the
month of May to the Blessed Mother
for her direction as we foster Catholic
education each day through our work
here at Seton Catholic Central High

School.

Sincerely,
Kathleen M. Dwyer, Principal

Kaytleo) M.
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Post Prom

National Rafﬂ.e TICketS
Honor SOC]ety OOPS!!! Some of the ticket packets for the Post Prom
Party raffle went out with only 5 tickets instead of 6.
National Honor Society Induction will be Please make note if you received only 5 tickets when you
held on Thursday, May 14th at 8:00pm return your stubs, and we’ll be sure to make up an extra
in the Gymnasium. The ceremony will ticket for you. Sorry for any inconvenience.

be followed by a reception in Saintly We have added two more prizes to our Post Prom Party

Gr01.1nds. All are welcome to a.ttend, in- Raffle. In addition to the Little Venice, Kampai Steak
cluding parents and other family mem- House, YMCA and Chenango Studios prizes, we will also
bers, teachers, staff and students. be raffling two all-day Greek Peak lift tickets and two

subscriptions to the Tri-Cities Opera 2009-2010 season.

Senior Class

Bottle Drive Everyone’s

Invited !!!

Our next Bottle Drive has been scheduled

for Saturday, May 30th from 10:00am to Celebrate Senior Night for the Girls' Softball Team on
12:00pm in the SCCHS Parking Lot. As Wednesday, May 13th from 5-8pm at the Cold Stone
always, the Senior Class extends its appre- Creamery. dJoin the fun across from BAGSAI on Front
ciation to all who donate to help defray the Street in Binghamton. Have an ice cream and support
costs associated with Senior Class activi- this Senior Class fundraiser by leaving your receipt
ties. We'll need Senior volunteers to help with the cashier. It's that simple!

work shifts that Saturday, too, so please
be sure to mark your calendars!!

Week 1 Morning Session—8:00am | Afternoon Session—11:30am

Tuesday, 5/5 Computer Science A Statistics

Wednesday, 5/6 |Calculus AB

Thursday, 5/7 English Literature

European History

Friday, 5/8 United States History Studio Art (portfolios due)

Week 2 Morning Session—8:00am | Afternoon Session—11:30am :
Monday, 5/11 Biology Physics C: Mechanics AP Exam
Tuesday, 5/12 Chemistry SChedU le
Wednesday, 5/13 | English Language

Macroeconomics . .
Thursday, 5/14 World History Microeconomics
Friday, 5/15 Latin Literature
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May 2009

Dear Parents,

This letter is to inform you that the State of New York has entered a heightened surveillance stage resulting from the
presence of a swine flu virus that is making people sick in several states, including New York State, and also in
Mexico. Although, to date, only mild illness has occurred in the United States, we realize that many people are
worried and we hope this letter will help address your concerns. Despite confirmed cases of swine flu in a private
school in Queens, New York City, we believe students can safely attend classes and schools will remain open at
this time (with the exception of the school in Queens at which confirmed cases were discovered).

At this time, the state and local health departments have advised us that students can continue to come to school,
as long as they are not sick and do not think they have flu symptoms. Flu-like symptoms include: fever (over 100
degrees F.), feverishness, cough, sore throat, runny nose, or stuffy nose. Additional symptoms may be experienced
with swine flu, including muscle pain, fatigue, and sometimes vomiting or diarrhea.

Flu spreads easily. If you suspect your child is getting the flu, it is important that he/she does not attend school or
go anywhere else—such as group childcare, the mall, or sporting events—where other people would be exposed to
flu germs. It is also important to teach your children how to reduce their risk of getting the flu and protect others
from infection.

- Teach your children to wash their hands often. Washing with soap and hot water for at least 20 seconds is
ideal (that’'s about as long as it takes to sing the “Happy Birthday” song twice).

- Teach your children the proper use of hand sanitizer. Gels, rubs, and hand wipes all work well, as long as
they contain at least 60% alcohol. Hand wipes must be disposed of properly. Always read and follow label
instructions when using hand sanitizer.

- Teach your children to keep their hands away from their face and avoid touching their mouth, nose, or eyes.

- Teach your children to cover coughs and sneezes with tissues or by coughing into the inside of their elbow.
Cough or sneeze into your sleeve—not your hands!

- Help your children to learn these healthy habits by setting a good example and always doing them yourself.

if we all practice good hygiene, health officials believe we can limit the spread of swine flu in our school at this time.
We are consulting with local health officials regarding best cleaning practices for infection control in our buildings.

While the current situation does not warrant school closure, if swine flu continues to spread and more students
become ill, it may become necessary to close schools for a period of time. We are working with our School Medical
Director and County Health officials to monitor the situation here and will make all decisions in consultation with
them and state officials. We will inform parents immediately if the situation changes and it becomes necessary to
close schools.

If schools are closed, please do not make arrangements—such as sending children to a friend’s home or group
childcare—that will put them in close contact with other children. It is important to plan ahead. Have a family
discussion now to consider options in advance of the event of a school closing.

Please stay informed by paying attention to media reports. You may also get information at www.cdc.goyv,
www.nyhealth.gov, www.schoolhealthservicesny.com, or the 24 hour toll-free hotline that New Yorkers across
the State can use to get answers to their questions. The hotline is 1-800-808-1987.

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our children and our schools healthy.



Desk

Dear Parents,

Uniforms v. Dress Code: Did you know
that all the other Catholic high schools 1n
the Diocese of Syracuse require their
students to wear UNIFORMS? That’s
right! The high schools provide the
clothes for the students to purchase and
wear. In fact, many charter schools and
increasing numbers of public schools
have adopted uniforms as a means to
help create an atmosphere that leads to
higher academic achievement and fewer
disciplinary issues.

The students at SCCHS are indeed fortu-
nate and unique among their peers in the
Diocese. The SCCHS Saints are allowed
to select and wear clothes within estab-
lished guidelines - a DRESS CODE -
and are not expected to wear a standard
dress or uniform.

Why, then, do we continue to discuss
what is within the guidelines— in
DRESS CODE—and what is not?

Typically these discussions center on the
clothes that our female students are
wearing. Female fashion changes with
the season. Our DRESS CODE is based
on TRADITIONAL DRESS -- styles that
do not change with the season, thus al-
lowing the guidelines to remain in place
so that you, the parents, can help your
daughters understand what they may
wear from season to season — regardless
of what the magazines say is a MUST
HAVE this season!

It is not a matter of whether or not our
female students look cute in those BABY
DOLL and TUNIC tops or the SAFARI
look. It is whether these styles conform
to the traditional style outlined in the
guidelines of the DRESS CODE. These
are what our DRESS CODE calls FAD
FASHIONS, because they are here today
and gone tomorrow.

Parents, please help us! I know you have
read this plea every month this year.

But it is spring now and summer fash-
ions are in the stores. So here’s the up-
date on what IS and IS NOT in DRESS
CODE:

In Dress Code:
e SCCHS polo shirts -- tucked in
e Shirts/blouses with sleeves and collars

tucked in and buttoned modestly

e Shoes with solid soles with socks or
stockings

e Skirts to the middle of the knee (or be-
low the knee)

o Belts with slacks or skirts with belt
loops

® Socks or stockings with all shoes

Not In Dress Code:

® Non-SCCHS polo shirts

o Pants with external pockets

e Capris or shorts

e Shoes without socks or stockings
e Fad fashions

e Tank tops or camisoles that show under

another blouse

Tardy for School: 1 want to share a
true story with you. I will tell you thatI
don’t yet know the conclusion of the story.
I encourage you to read on so that maybe
your son/daughter does not have to face
this scenario or one similar to it.

The other day I was asked by one of our
Guidance Counselors what we did when
students were tardy for school. I ex-
plained our policy and then asked why I
was being asked the question. Here is
the story.

There is a junior student who is very in-
terested in participating in one of the
Youth Apprenticeship Programs through
Lourdes Hospital. These programs are
extremely competitive. This particular
student has very high grades, good com-
munity service and extra curricular-
activities, etc. and probably has a very
good chance of being interviewed and
reaching the final round of applicants.
However, this student also has 20 tar-
dies for school!! The Guidance Coun-
selor is extremely concerned that this
one fact alone could keep this student

out of the running for the program.

Our students do not seem to realize that
TARDY FOR SCHOOL is one of many
statistics that is recorded on every stu-
dent’s official transcript. Attendance —
both absences and tardies -- are reported
to all the colleges and universities to
which students apply as well as to all
future employers — forever.

Another example: Last year, the FBI
came to inquire about an SCCHS gradu-
ate from the class of 2002 who needed a
higher security clearance for his job. The
FBI agent was conducting the inquiry for
the employer. He asked to see the disci-
plinary records as well as the attendance
and grade records.

So, while the story about our current stu-
dent has no conclusion yet, the moral re-
mains the same for all of our students ~
Moral: What you do today is recorded for
all time and lives on after you leave
SCCHS.

Cell Phones & IPODs: In many schools
across the country cell phones and IPODS
have become huge problems. In many
schools parents are now required to come
to the schools to retrieve the phones once
they are taken from the students. In
other schools fines are charged each time
a phone or other electronic device is taken
from a student who breaks the school’s
policy — and the fines increase with each
subsequent infraction.

Yes, it’s true! When the school officials
confiscate the cell phones or IPODs from
the students who are using them during
school hours, the parents are called and
are required to come to school to pick
them up — and in some cases, pay a pen-
alty fine to retrieve them!

At SCCHS, our policy requires cell phones
to be turned off and kept out of sight be-
tween the hours of 8AM and 3PM. Ifa
student is seen using a cell phone during
school hours, the phone is given to the
Office until it is retrieved at the end of the
day by the student. The student also re-
ceives a Disciplinary Referral form that
the parents must sign and be returned to
my office the next day. The student re-
ceives a specific number of days in Re-
stricted Study Hall for lunches and Study
Halls — the number of days depends on the
previous number of cell phone/IPOD in-
fractions.

Parents can help us control the misuse of
cell phones during school hours by calling
the Office at 723-5307 and leaving a mes-
sage for your child there rather than tex-
ting or calling your child on their cell
phone during school hours. We promise
we will deliver all messages to your child
in a timely fashion. If you need to speak
with your child during the day, again,
please call our Office and we will call your
child to the Office and have him/her call
you from the Office phone.

Please help your child comply with the
SCCHS Cell Phone Policy. If you have
any questions or concerns, please let me
know.

Sincerely,

Doctora Anchen SchulW
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2009 HOOP - IT - UP
GIRLS BASKETBALL CAMP

MONDAY, JULY 6th — THURSDAY, JULY 9th

GIRLS GRADES 4-6 9:00-11:30 AM
GIRLS GRADES 7-9 12:30-3:00 PM

SETON CATHOLIC CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

REGISTRATION FEE - $60.00
REGISTRATION DEADLINE - JUNE 22nd

Camp will be conducted by Seton Catholic Central Varsity
coach Chris Sinicki and staff. Camp will include skills and
drills, game strategies and competition. All campers will

receive t-shirt, prizes, awards and a pizza party.

Additional Information, call 723-5307 or 729-3190.
To register send fee made payable to:

Mr. Chris Sinicki
Seton Catholic Central High School
Binghamton, NY 13905

NAME GRADE

PHONE SHIRT SIZE







